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Introduction 
 

The purpose of this COVID Safe Event Plan is to provide an overarching plan for the implementation and 
management of procedures by Volleyball Australia (VA), participants, volunteers and stakeholders to support 
the Australian Junior Volleyball Championships and its participants in the mitigation of risk and contamination 
and to maintain paramount safety of all involved. 

This plan has been developed by Volleyball Australia to assist in delivering a Safe Action Plan for the hosting 
of the Junior Champs aligned with the the NSW Goverrnment Health Advise . Until a treatment or a vaccine 
is found, there is a further health risk than we have experienced in previous indoor events. This risk can be 
minimised by the implementation of infection control measures.  Firstly, at the event it is every participants 
responsibility to actively demonstrate good personal hygiene actions – wash hands regularly, if coughing or 
sneezing use a tissue, Stay at home or accommodation if sick or unwell – and then get tested,  be aware of 
social distancing and employing 1.5m separation and download the Covid Safe App. Secondly, this Safe 
Action Plan will provide the protocols and procedures in delivering a safe competition designed to minimise 
community transmission of the virus, through cleaning and disinfecting procedures to changes to match 
conditions. 

The arrangements set out in this Plan are intended to prevent the transmission of COVID-19 among 
members, participants, coaches, officials, staff, volunteers, visitors, families and the broader community. The 
Plan provides the framework to govern the general operation of the Junior Champs, in particular those 
conducted any venues/facilities utilised, managed or controlled by VA, the training and competition behaviour 
of all members and participants and the monitoring and reporting of the health of attendees involved in Indoor 
sporting activities or utilising indoor venues/facilities. 

Volleyball Australia expects all members, participants, coaches, officials, administrators and volunteers to: 

• Comply with the directions laid out in this Plan and by VA staff throughout the Junior Champs event; 
• Understand and act in accordance with this Plan as amended from time to time; 
• Comply with any testing and precautionary measures implemented by VA; 
• Act with honesty and integrity regarding the state of their own personal health and any potential 

symptoms; and 
• Monitor their health and take a cautious approach to self-isolation and reporting of potential 

symptoms. 

This Plan includes, but is not limited to, the conduct of: 

a. competition activities (sport operations); and 

b. facility management and supporting operations (facility operations). 

At all times the Plan is subject to all regulations, guidelines and directions of government and public health 
authorities.  This plan will be updated in accordance with any changes to public health directions. 
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Resources 
There are many documents produced at the Federal and State levels in prescribing the pathway of return of 
sport for training and competition.  These documents are forever changing and in the Resources Section of 
this COVID Safe Action Plan the following linked documents have been referenced and utilised to create this 
plan: 

• AIS Framework for rebooting sport 
• VA Return of community Volleyball 
• Club Surface and Equipment Cleaning Guidelines 
• Australian Government Department of Health – Appropriate use of disinfectants 
• Australian Government Department of Health - Hygiene and cleaning for the health workforce 

during COVID-19 
 
Participants 
Prior to the tournament, participants will be provided with a comprehensive list of medical facilities in NSW 
close to the event venue, Netball Central. It is the responsibility of each delagtion to identify the closest and 
most appropriate medical facilities to them from this list and to have a plan in place in the event of a 
localised outbreak within their teams.  

Delegations will be required to temperature check all athletes, coaches, officials and team support staff prior 
to departing their accommodation each day.  Any participants presenting with a high temperature (>37.5oC) 
MUST remain at their accommodation, the event director needs to be notified and if further symptoms 
develop, they must take a COVID-19 test.  All participants must have their temperatures recorded daily 
whilst attending the Junior Champs. These records are to be held by the head of delegation and presented 
to the event Tournament Control Committee upon request. 

Duty teams MUST be compliant of COVID match protocols including the cleaning and disinfecting of the 
court equipment during and at the end of the match, a more in depth list can be found here. In addition to 
this, the duty team is also responsible for ensuring their team has designed and is implementing plans for 
cleaning and disinfecting of their own team equipment such as warm up balls, trollies, drink bottle holders 
etc. Failure to comply with these protocols may result in teams being fined. 

Schools are responsible for the management of family and friend interaction with participants throughout the 
competition.  

 

Spectators 
TBA – Pending on restrictions at the time of the event 

Workforce 
 

Additional Workforce members: 

The event workforce will be increased to include a COVID Safe Officer.   

This role, along with the VA CEO and Event Manager will ensure compliance to legislation and current 
restrictions (State and Local) for the conduct of the event.  They will support in matters relating to 
participants’ health and welfare, educate and train the event volunteers and staff in administering the 
procedures listed in this COVID Safe Action Plan and provide advice to the Tournament Control Committee. 

Event staff and volunteers 

All event staff and volunteers will be required to complete online training modules in preparation to attend 
the event.  One of these modules will be Infection Control Measures to reduce the risks of community 
transmission.   

https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2020/05/australian-institute-of-sport-ais-framework-for-rebooting-sport-in-a-covid-19-environment.pdf
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2020/05/australian-institute-of-sport-ais-framework-for-rebooting-sport-in-a-covid-19-environment.pdf
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2020/05/australian-institute-of-sport-ais-framework-for-rebooting-sport-in-a-covid-19-environment.pdf
https://volleyballorgau.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/EZXTMnl5XrZKnnGULQM9FyAB0g7NRvCN1wciGtJQRoCcmA?e=wfTyKq
https://volleyballorgau.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/ERnLOV33nBFDjcDfC1Gkc2QBmFVqeVSB8Ki8wFOFK2O4zg?e=wGGzng
https://www.tga.gov.au/appropriate-use-disinfectants-information-consumers-health-professionals-and-healthcare-facilities
https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-the-health-and-aged-care-sector/hygiene-and-cleaning-for-the-health-workforce-during-covid-19#cleaning-in-the-workplace
https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-the-health-and-aged-care-sector/hygiene-and-cleaning-for-the-health-workforce-during-covid-19#cleaning-in-the-workplace
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Staff and volunteer role descriptions will include additional responsibilities relating to cleaning and hygiene 
practices, people management as it relates to controlling social distancing measures and data collection for 
contact tracing and temperature checking protocols. 

VA will provide Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) to volunteers and staff as required. The level of PPE 
given to staff and volunteers will be dependent upon their role and interaction with the participants. 

 

Cleaning and Disinfecting Procedures 
 
Cleaning Procedure 
 
Following the initial set up of all court equipment and at the conclusion of each day after nets have been 
reset for the next day of matches, all court equipment including but not limited to: referee stand, post pads, 
net tape (top and bottom), score bench, score flippers, team/duty chairs and match balls will be cleaned with 
soap and water.  This process ensures the removal of any dirt that may impact on the effectiveness of the 
disinfectant. 
 
Disinfectant Procedure 
 
After each match the “Duty” team will be required to disinfect all court equipment including but not limited to: 
umpire stand, score bench, score flippers, scoring pen, squeeze whistles and duty chairs.   
Playing teams are required to wipe the coaches chairs with supplied disinfectant wipes at the end of the 
match before exiting the venue. 
 
Venue Cleaning 
 
The competition venues will have a cleaning crew on site who will be cleaning and disinfecting all touch 
point surfaces every day. These surfaces include but are not limited to lift buttons, hand rails, toilets, taps 
and door handles. In addition to the touch point cleaning the venues will undertake a soap and water clean 
on the floors of the competition halls every morning. 
 
Cleaning, Disinfectant and PPE Products 
 
Volleyball Australia will provide the following products to facilitate the above cleaning procedures: 

• Daily cleaning all surfaces with soap and water 
• Disinfecting with wipes containing active ingredient of Benzalkonium Chloride 
• Gloves will be provided for use of all participants who will be in contact with cleaning and 

disinfectant products. 

A court cleaning & disinfecting kit will be provided for each court. This kit will include disinfectant (as outlined 
above), hand sanitiser, gloves, face masks and paper towel. This kit is also graded to be suitable for use in 
the event of a blood spill. 

 
 



 

 

Conduct of Matches 
To reduce and minimise the risk of community transmission, the following changes to the way a volleyball match is normally conducted will be enforced for the Junior 
Champs.  

Area Detail 

End Changes Teams will not change ends at the end of each set unless there is a known advantage or disadvantage to one side. A decision on whether to 
change ends or not must be agreed upon by the coaches of BOTH teams prior to the coin toss at the commencement of the match. Teams will also 
be responsible for disinfecting their team “bench” chairs at the end of the match (and/or before changing ends if this is required). 

Warm-up TBA – Dependent on Event 

Duty  The number of duty personnel permitted at the court for an allocated duty will be capped at six (6) people. Provisions will not be made for additional 
duty team members. These 6 people will be allocated as follows: 

1x First Referee 

1x Second Referee 

1x Scorer  

1 x assistant scorer 

2x Lines Judges 

No other people are permitted to be in the competition hall for duty commitments unless due to uncontrollable circumstances a duty team member 
is no longer able to fulfil their duty requirements (e.g. lines judge faints and must seek medical services).  In this event, a back-up duty person can 
be called in.  

Post-Match At the end of each match, teams will not be permitted to shake hands at the end of the match. Instead, at the end of the match, each team is to 
stand on the attack line of their side of the court and perform a round of applause for the opposition team. 

At the conclusion of the match, match related activities (e.g. applauding the opposition, signing the scoresheet) and team disinfecting processes, 
teams will be required to immediately vacate the competition hall through the designated access door. The only exception to this rule is for the 6 
individuals from teams who are scheduled for duty requirements after the match. 

Between 
Matches 

An additional 10 minutes will be scheduled between matches and warm ups to take place to allow adequate time for cleaning of court equipment to 
take place as well as sufficient time for teams to enter and exit the venue. 

 



 

 

Venues 
The competition venues will be set out to allow for appropriate social distancing measures and monitored 
ingress and egress of participants and spectators. (Please see “spectator” section for specifics relating to 
spectator movements). The following changes will be implemented as it relates to the venue facilities at the 
Junior Champs: 

• Player/Team change rooms will not be accessible 
• Team meetings/gatherings will not be permitted inside the competition venues 
• Drink bottle refilling stations will be provided outside each of the competition venues. These 

facilities will be washed and sanitised every hour and will be set up to align with social distancing 
regulation. These facilities are to be used strictly for refilling drink bottles and not to be used to drink 
from the tap. 

• All participants, spectators, volunteers, administrators etc. entering the venue will be required to 
check in using the NSW check in app, there will be QR codes available at the venue.  

Lost Property 
Highly regulated lost property restrictions will be put in place at the event. Teams and participants will need 
to take extra care of their belongings as items left behind will be disposed of.  

• There will be no drink bottles accepted or held in lost property.  
• The venue will not accept any lost property items.  
• Event lost property will be restricted to small valuable personal items such as phones and wallets. If 

they are surrendered, they will be placed in a ziploc bag and stored for up to 48 hours. Items not 
collected within this timeframe will be disposed of. 

• Any items not deemed personal valuables by the event staff will be disposed of. 

 
 
 
Ceremonies and Presentations 
 
Closing Ceremony & Medal Presentations 
The closing ceremony and medal presentations will be held at the competition of the final game at 6:00pm 
on Saturday 10th October. It is crucuial that while the ceremony is taking place that ALL attendees are 
obiding by the COVID safe rules  

• Santising hands upond entry to venue  
• Check in using the NSW checkin app upon entry to venue  
• Abide by social distancing rules where possible  

 
Please note that procedures and rules around the closing ceremony and medal presentations may change 
closer to the event time, in the event that restrictions are tightened the following may occure as a backup 
plan.  

• Teams that place in the top 3 will recieve their medals by event officials handing over to the team 
coach the respective medals.  Teams can acknowledge these achievements at their 
accommodation or other alternative venues. 
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